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To Whom It May Concern:

I’m a recent graduate of the University of Southern California’s Masters of Professional Writing Program.  I studied closely with Jim Ragan, Hubert Selby, Sid Stebel and David Scott Milton. 

My novel, Reaver, is a story of the ancient world, an epic told with an uncompromising modern style.  

A legendary pirate with a scholar’s mind and a giant’s build, Reaver conquers the challenges of enemies, lovers and even Caesar’s mentor, Pompey the Great, in pursuit of his life’s quest: Find the source of the Kabalistic Tree of Life, and through it, paradise on earth.  Overcoming incredible tasks by rejecting human limits, he is at last confronted by his own humanity and fatally torn between the love of two women.
Reaver is an iconic new breed of protagonist – a man with the morality of a monster and the arrogance of a god, inspired by the hero types of the Bronze Age world and explored for the first time with modern perspective. 

Magic, miracles and atrocities of mythical heroes and gods are depicted as they would have actually been, in graphic detail. Its characters’ mythical deeds and beliefs are shown with human depth and complexity, exposing the reality behind the myth.

Set in a time when the Roman Republic was trying to dominate a Middle East torn by tribal strife, hordes of pirates, rogue armies and a war without end, its politics are represented with scrupulous accuracy and have many parallels with today.
With episodic pacing and elements of an action thriller with strong romantic themes, Reaver shatters taboos and delves into the human emotions of extraordinary experience in an epic story that will change the thinking of those who read it, and leave them wanting more.
Regards,

Matthew Funk
